
December 7, 2015 St. Giles Board of Specified Jurisdiction Meeting 

Board Members Present:  Tanya Castrogiovanni, Ann Clements, Janet Coffey, 

Julia Harmon-Bell, Mike MacKinnon, Kent Pflederer, Chris Verni, Nancy Zver 

Board Members Absent:  Beth Fegan, Flavia Morrissey, Rachel Rettberg, Tracy 

Wysockey 

Staff and Others Attending:  Heather Pflederer, PTO President; Michele Bibbey, 

Business Manager;  Barb Schulz, PPC Liaison 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM. 

Principal’s Report 

Nancy Zver reviewed her report regarding school activities.  Student Council raised $500 for 

charity.  Parent/teacher conferences included about 95% of school families.  Spring conferences 

will be by invitation, although any family may request a conference.  Mrs. Zver thanked Laura 

Milder and Kristen Reale for chairing the very successful book fair.  Design Big Dreams has met 

with staff twice regarding website design.  The next meeting will include website content.  

Weather related closings will be communicated as quickly as possible and kept to a minimum.  

Lion’s Leap donations now stand at approximately $91,000.  Second grade reconciliation was 

conducted last weekend.  Preschool open house was held December 6.  An Oak Park 

Community Traffic meeting will be held December 10, focusing on four-way stop intersections 

and mid-block crosswalks.   The Christmas pageant will be held December 15, and Christmas 

break begins December 18 at 11:40. 

Archdiocesan procedures for becoming a catechist have changed and will affect the staff.  The 

Olweus anti-bullying program continues and PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports) 

is being implemented where appropriate.  Dee Iantorno will meet with staff to assess 

technology needs and status.  The new tuition policy was sent out December 7.  The status of 

tuition collection was reviewed. 

Mrs. Zver is forming a committee to review the goals set by the Strategic Planning Committee.  

The Garden Initiative and the Campus Sustainability Plan are planning for funding.  The 

preschool curriculum is being reviewed in order to include new materials for religious 

instruction. 

 

 



Nut Policy 

Julia Harmon-Bell reviewed possible alterations to the nut policy.  The suggested changes are 

intended to reflect the reality that the school cannot guarantee that no child will ever be 

exposed to allergens.  The BSJ does not want to create a false sense of security regarding this 

issue, but continues to strive towards creating as safe an environment as possible.  Mrs. Zver 

will be certain that all staff members are aware of policies and concerns.  The supply and 

placement of EpiPens was discussed. 

Athletics  

Janet Coffey reviewed the Athletic Report with BSJ members.  She reported that Zac Cocco has 

been Athletic Director for over a month, and the transition is going well.  Online registration 

and a new collection policy has helped to put St. Giles Athletics on sound financial footing. 

Regarding league play, girls’ basketball has joined the Melrose Park League, and has dropped 

SJV.  Boys’ 6th and 8th continue in SJV, while boys’ 5th and 7th will play with Melrose Park.  Forest 

Park soccer playoffs may be eliminated next year due to time constraints.  St. Giles now has a 

4th grade boys’ basketball team that will play and practice once a week. 

Under the lead of AAC member Bob Richard, all concessions and admissions are now staffed by 

parents.  This saves expenses, and parents can sign up online.  The girls’ Pack the Gym night will 

take place Wednesday, January 6.  Boys’ Pack the Gym will probably be scheduled for the first 

week in March. 

Marketing 

Ann Clements reported regarding the December 6 preschool open house, and the upcoming all 

school open house to be held January 31.  The event will begin in church, and then move on to 

school tours.  BSJ members discussed whether student tour guides would be in uniform and/or 

spirit wear for students who will be in the gym.  Father Carl and parents will speak to 

prospective families.  Mrs. Clements also noted that the parent survey will be moved up to 

February/March for a better response rate, and so that results can be included in the State of 

the School report.  Website meetings are progressing well. 

Technology 

Chris Veni reviewed the Tech Committee Updates with BSJ members.  Four new members 

attended the Tech Committee’s October meeting, and two more members are expected after 

the first of the year.  A new chairperson for the committee is still being sought.  The new 

network is now working properly.  Mac Hero expenses have been high, especially in connection 



with iPads.  St. Benedict Technology Consortium is being considered for onsite IT.  Support and 

parts for Smart Boards is a challenge.  The school website is moving forward with Design Big 

Dreams.  Dee Iantorno has offered to research how technology is being used in each classroom, 

which will help the Tech Committee in formulating future plans. 

Tech Committee goals for this year are recruiting new members and finding a new chairperson, 

determining the future of 1:1 and planning for future purchases, and developing a budget and a 

2-3 year plan for existing and new equipment. 

Development 

Tanya Castrogiovanni reviewed Beth Linnen’s Development Report with BSJ members.  Close to 

$92,000 has been collected for Lion’s Leap, with 57 families still owing $6,635.  Emails 

promoting St. Giles School were sent to alumni and former parents on Giving Tuesday, which 

raised about $1,300.  Outreach to alumni will continue through an alumni newsletter and a 

Christmas eCard, along with a year-end appeal after Christmas.  The Development Office is 

preparing its annual Christmas card, which will be sent to major donors and volunteers.  It will 

also be emailed to alumni and parents.  The Annual Report to donors is being prepared, and 

should be complete by Catholic Schools Week.  The campaign for the Margaret Stewart Tuition 

Assistance Fund is planned for Catholic Schools Week.  Mrs. Castrogiovanni also reviewed a 

financial statement reflecting various fundraising campaigns. 

The Sister Mary Imelda Wilson O.P. Giving Society reception at the Joss residence was well 

attended.  To date, SMI income is about $17,000.  The planning process for the March 12 Black 

& Gold Pride gala has begun.  Mobile bidding will be an option this year. 

Finance 

Kent Pflederer reviewed the Finance Committee Report with BSJ members.  He reported that 

the tuition policy attached to the report has been approved.  The policy mandates all school 

families to set up automatic payment for tuition and fees beginning with the 2016-17 school 

year.  Families for whom this would be a hardship are encouraged to discuss alternative 

arrangements with Father Carl or Mrs. Zver.  A policy for financial aid is in development.  BSJ 

members discussed the funding of financial aid and the mechanics of its disbursement.  Tuition 

collection to date was reviewed.  The school budget and the parish subsidy was discussed.  

While there is a future goal to eliminate the parish subsidy, at the present time it is necessary 

as expenses are increasing at a higher rate than tuition and development revenue.  Student 

enrollment and revenues per student (tuition and fundraising) were reviewed. 

BSJ members were asked to review the financial aid policy and to vote online regarding 

approval. 



 

Strategic Planning  

The Strategic Planning Committee is looking into recruiting members who have experience or 

an interest in fundraising.  

PTO 

PTO President Heather Pflederer reported that the so far one-fourth to one-third of school 

families have responded to the appeal for the Teacher Appreciation Fund.  PTO hopes for 100% 

participation.  The book fair was profitable, bringing in over $2,500.  The Halloween party was 

also a success, with attendance at 385 and a profit of $1,000.  Spirit wear can now be 

purchased online. 

Mrs. Pflederer also reported that the Wellness Committee is hoping that the paddle raise at the 

Black and Gold Gala can be used for the garden, which is planned to be constructed in phases. 

A State of the School meeting is planned as a new approach to the open forum format.  It is 

scheduled for Monday, April 18. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy Capone 

 

 


