
June 2016 
 
Dear Saint Giles Families, 
 

It is hard to believe the school year has come to an end. The 8th grade teachers 
are looking forward to having your child this fall in our classrooms. We want them to 
continue to be prepared for the next school year and avoid Summer Slide. Summer 
Slide is simply the loss of academic skills over the summer break. There are many ways 
to help avoid the summer slide. One way is to read every day. Local libraries and 
bookstores have great summer reading programs with incentives and rewards for books 
read over the summer.  
 
Below is a list of five books and an associated project. The projects will be due August 
23rd. (The second day of school.) 
 
Night Gardener   by Jonathan Auxier 

o Film an interview with Molly,  the main character.  This should take place after 
the action in the book has ended.  Ask her a  minimum of 10 questions that 
would have her reflect on the plot of her story. Be alert for followup questions.  Is 
she happy at the end or apprehensive?  Why? You may do this project with 
another student who has read the same book OR you could get a family member 
or friend to be Molly in the film. 

 
I Lived on Butterfly Hill  by Marjorie Agasin  

o Film an interview with  Celeste and you.   How are your lives different and how 
are they the same?  You could film this as if you are meeting at a coffee shop or 
the library.  Introduce yourself, say it’s an assignment for school and then begin 
talking. You may do this project with another student who has read the same 
book OR you could get a family member or friend to be Celeste in the film. 

 
Unlikely Hero of Room 13 B   by Teresa Toten 

o Do a Powerpoint of the main characters of this book.   On each slide put a picture 
(drawn by you or from the internet of someone you think looks like the character), 
and 5 facts about the character. 

 
Chomp by Carl Hiaason 

o Hiaason has great environmental heroes in his books.   Think of a super hero 
name for Mickey Cray .   Create an 8 slide powerpoint introducing  your super 
hero and telling us of his exploits in the book. 

 
Shadow on the Mountain  by Margi Perus 

o Make a chart of all the characters in the book – placing them as “patriots” or 
“Nazi sympathizers”   Are there some characters that belong in both?   Be 
prepared to defend your choices. 

 
 



Another possible project 
For whichever book you choose to read, film a 2 minute commercial for the book.  Since 
we finished off our language arts classes by making commercials and writing 
persuasion, this is not new to you.  One added caveat:  you will have to convince me 
that you have read the book and not just read a book review.  Therefore you will need at 
least 5 specific happenings in the book to be incorporated in your commercial. 
 
 
 
Yours truly, 
Saint Giles 8th Grade Teachers 
 


