
Saint Giles 
6th Grade Summer Reading 
 

1. The Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier (Historical Fiction / Mystery) 
2. Maus by Art Spiegelman (Graphic Novel / Biography) **This is a 

graphic/comic style novel about the Holocaust and includes sensitive topics.  
3. Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett (Mystery / Fiction) 

 
Suggested Reading (not required)  

4. Bud Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis (Historical Fiction) 
5. Bomb: The Race to Build-and Steal- the World’s Most Dangerous  

Weapon by Steve Sheinkin (Non Fiction)  
6. The Thing About Jellyfish by Ali Benjamin  (Fiction) 
7. The Compound by S.A. Bodeen (Mystery and Suspense)  
8.   An Elephant in the Garden by Michael Morpurgo (Historical  

Fiction)  
 

Assessment Thinkmark  
 

Thinkmarks are a fun and creative way for readers to record important 
details about their reading, as well as summarize the key points to show how 
much they remember.  They are also really flexible, so you can make a 
Thinkmark about different topics and facts while you read. This summer, 
you will create a Thinkmark that either focuses on the plot of your story or 
on vocabulary. Here’s how it works!  
 

The Thinkmarks should be done on either construction paper or think 
poster paper. They should be at least 12 x 4 inches to allow room to 
record information as you read (12 x 4 is about half of a sheet of 
construction paper going across ). Your name, the title of the book, and 
the author’s name should be labeled clearly at the top of the Thinkmark. 
Then you may choose to complete a vocabulary OR a plot Thinkmark. (See 
details below.) 

 
This project will receive a grade of completion at the beginning of the next 
school year. All projects will be assessed based on effort, creativity, and 
completion of the described task.  

 



Vocabulary Thinkmark: Record difficult vocabulary words that you 
looked up from each chapter with their definition on the side with the title of 
the book. The words you look up can also include unfamiliar names or 
objects. For example, if the name Vera Lynn appears in your novel, take a 
look at who that is! You can also include words that you feel your 
classmates may also find challenging. Separate this side of the Thinkmark in 
sections marked by chapter, so you can show where you found the words.  
 
On the other side of the Thinkmark, use the words you looked up in your 
own unique sentence that shows you understand the word. Being able to 
write the word in a sentence shows you have mastered it!  
 
Plot Thinkmark: On the side with the title of the novel, separate the space 
by sections labeled introduction, rising action, climax, falling action, 
resolution, and theme.  
 
The introduction section should include details about main characters, each 
setting location / time, and the main conflict in the story. Rising action 
includes description of the events leading up to the climax. The climax is the 
turning point of the novel and the most exciting part! Describe the event and 
its significance in the climax section. Describe the events that follow the 
climax in the falling action section. These are events that lead to the 
resolution. Describe the way the conflict of the novel was resolved in the 
resolution section. In the introduction section, you mention the main 
problem in the story. In the resolution, you explain how it was resolved. The 
theme of a novel is the author’s main message about life. It is not specific to 
the book’s characters because it is meant to be relatable to the reader. For 
example, a theme could sound like, “Sometimes imagination can protect 
others from the scary parts of life.” A theme should always be presented in 
the form of a sentence.  
 
On the back side of this Thinkmark, write a 1 paragraph summary of the 
novel the describes the main events and ideas presented by the author.  

Once you complete all of the details for your Thinkmark, you may decorate it with 
symbols and images that reflect your novel!  

 
Use this project to guide you through the reading, so you can capture the main 
ideas and key details as you read! Happy reading!  


